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BOOK NOTICE. 

Tarr and McMurry's Geographies. Third Book, Europe and other 
Continents. The Macmillan Company, New York, igoi. i2tno, 
PP- 574, figs. 436. 

The authors of this book are Professor R. S. Tarr, of Cornell 
University, and Professor F. M. McMurry, of Teachers College, 
Columbia University. This volume completes the proposed series 
for grade schools. Volume 1, Home Geography and the Earth as a 
Whole, and Volume 2, North America, were noticed by the present 
writer in this Bulletin, Vol. XXXII, 1900, pp. 388-390. The same 
modern point of view and the same attractive excellence charac- 
terize this, as the earlier numbers of the series. If such a course 
as is here outlined could be well taught in the grades more 
advanced work could be offered in the high schools than now seems 
possible. 

Part I of the volume before us, comprising 95 pages, is devoted 
to a review of general geography. The instruction is, however, 
carried to a more advanced point than in the previous volumes. 
Thus, bare review and mechanical repetition are avoided. A very 
valuable feature appears as soon as the continents and their coun- 
tries are taken up, viz. : constant comparison of the facts and prin- 
ciples found in other parts of the world with similar matters in the 
United States. This method is emphasized by a series of questions 
at the close of the treatment of each continent. 

The space seems to be well allotted, as follows: General Physio- 
graphy, 95 pp.; South America, 53 pp.; Europe, 204 pp.; Asia, 
62 pp. ; Africa, 46 pp. ; Australia and Island Groups, 25 pp. ; Review 
of North America, chiefly of the United States, 37 pp. ; Comparison 
(partly diagrammatic) of the United States with other countries, 
19 pp. There are appendixes of references and statistical tables, 
and the index is also a pronouncing vocabulary. 

The illustrations are very abundant. While, as a whole, they are 
highly useful and interesting, it would, perhaps, have been well if 
the authors had attempted a little less and had secured a higher 
average of excellence. A number of views, containing human fig- 
ures, are too much reduced. Such are figs. 47, 51, 52, 97, 180, 
26 7» 3°5> 3°7> 334- Other illustrations are open to the same criti- 
cism, as the tropical forest, fig. 40; the Bolivian plateau, fig. 79; 
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tropical forest, fig. 86 ; City of Caracas, fig. 96 ; cliff dwelling, fig. 
160; the Alhambra, fig. 165; the Berlin map, fig. 196; Paris map, 
fig. 162; Lake Lucerne, fig. 205; Hungarian Plain, fig. 223; Olive 
grove, fig. 24c; farm house in Thibet, fig. 245. 

Both the coloured and the relief maps are good in expression 
and attractive to the eye. In one or two cases map questions are 
asked, for which the maps themselves afford inadequate data. This 
is seen in the questions on p. 301, relative to the rivers and lakes 
of the Alps. One or two slips were observed. Thus, Lake Lucerne 
can hardly be called "star-shaped " (p. 308) when taken as a whole. 

These minor criticisms, however, in no way obscure our appre- 
ciation of the excellence of the work. A reading of the several 
chapters will show the careful attention given to this preparation, 
the fullness of fact, and the adaptation to the work of the class- 
room. 

We have space for but an illustration or two. Take, for 
example, under South America, the account of Argentina, the rea- 
sons for its growth as compared with Brazil, the comparison of the 
pampas with the North American prairies, and the discussion of the 
development of Buenos Ayres and New York. Or, if we select 
Germany, we find a good review of her growth, her enterprise, and 
of the latter as related to public education. How fresh and modern 
the story is appears in the emphasis placed on the beet-sugar 
industry, forestry, the rise of commerce, and the growth of Ger- 
man cities. It will be interesting to see whether such an excellent 
series of geographies will be hampered in their introduction by 
comparison with books of the old atlas form which have so long 
held sway in American schools. 

A. P. B. 



